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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS

Heritage Place Record Form
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St - Barrack
to PieriRes |

Place Name

Street Address

Location Description
Other Names

Historical Street Address

Historical Perth Town Lot
Place ID

COP Property Key
Property Titles

PLACE DETAILS

Place Type

Local Heritage Survey
Local MHI - Draft

Local MHI - Adopted

Local Heritage List

Local Heritage Area

Horseshoe Bridge
"PERTH STATION", 376-400 Wellington Street, PERTH WA 6000

Part Lot 1178

376-400 Wellington Street, 376-420 Wellington Street; 378
Wellington Street

2153
176798
Lot 129 DP 413106 RESV44308 C Class

Individual Building or Group
28/03/2023

20/12/1985
Normalisation effective from 6 May 2022 upon the gazettal of

City Planning Scheme No. 2 Amendment No. 46 and Local
Planning Scheme No. 26 (Normalised Redevelopment Areas)
Amendment No. 4 (refer to Council Ordinary Meeting held on
31 August 2021)

Local Heritage Area — Building Contribution
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State Heritage Register Yes
Commonwealth Listed No
Other Listings

Heritage Agreement

Conservation Management Plan

Original Construction Year (1904)
Additional Construction Year (1)

Additional Construction Year (2)

Demolition Year

INTEGRITY OF USE |

Original - General Use Transport/Communication
Original - Specific Use Bridge

Present - General Use Transport/Communication
Present - Specific Use Bridge

Integrity - Summary High

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION ‘

Architectural Style 1 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915)
Architectural Style 1 Specific Free Classical
Architectural Style 2 General

Architectural Style 2 Specific

Archaeology

Physical Description

A classical inspired stucco and brick bridge whose winding form adds vitality to the railway station forecourt.
Cast iron swans add local relevance to the decoration. (Ref: Molyneux, | 'Looking Around Perth' Westcolour
Press 1981 p39) The Bridge has formed a major link between the city centre and the expanding northern
suburbs since the development of the railway made its construction imperative. COP Description: Horseshoe
Bridge constructed in 1904, is a classically inspired brick and stucco bridge whose winding form adds vitality to
the ‘Perth Railway Station’. The bridge creates a meandering boundary to the station forecourt. The bridge has
four traffic lanes which, in 1986, carried approximately 18,000 vehicles per day into the city. The eastern
footpath gives direct access to both city rail station platforms and first floor level of the station. It also
incorporates a bus stop. The main structural elements of the bridge are of steel. The bridge features rendered
concrete balustrading with decorative end piers. The bridge is supported by a series of semi-circular arches with
rendered decorative treatment. Rendered cast iron swans add local relevance to the decoration. Many of the
arches on the Wellington Street elevation have been enclosed with glass, creating shop fronts to the retalil
spaces behind. Development approval was granted by MRA (formally EPRA) in 2009 for the resurfacing and
reconfiguration of the Horseshoe Bridge, Footpaths and Roadway to enhancement the pedestrian environment
and accommodate for two-way traffic. The works were completed to extend the life of the bridge by providing a
durable deck surface and will improve waterproofing of the structure and tenancies beneath the bridge.

Walls 1 Material Brick
Walls 2 Material Metal - Cast Iron

Roof Material
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Architect
Builder

Other Associations Westrail, Main Roads WA - owners

HISTORY

The Horseshoe Bridge was built by the Public Works Department (PWD) in 1902-04 to enable the passage of
road traffic over the railway line. The completion of the bridge allowed for easier vehicular and pedestrian traffic
over the tracks and reinforced William Street as one of the main access routes into Central Perth from the north.
In the early 1920s, a tram line was laid over the horseshoe Bridge, connecting Osborne Park and Leederville
with central Perth via Newcastle Street. The bridge has acted as a major link between the city centre and the
expanding northern suburbs and remains in use.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

2. Transport & communications - 202 Rail & light rail transport
2. Transport & communications - 203 Road transport

4. Social & civic activities - 401 Government & politics

4. Social & civic activities - 404 Community services & utilities
6. People - 601 Aboriginal people

6. People - 604 Innovators

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

. Peopling Perth (Australia) - 2.1 Recovering the experience of Australia’s earliest inhabitants

. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.8.5 Moving goods & people on land
. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.8.6 Building & maintaining railways
. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.8.7 Building & maintaining roads

. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.1.4 Creating capital cities

. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.6 Remembering significant phases in the development of
settlements, towns and cities

8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.10 Pursuing excellence in the arts & sciences

8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.10.4 Designing and building fine bridges

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Aesthetic Value: Horseshoe Bridge is of considerable aesthetic value.

The balustrade detailing and swan sculptures on the newel posts contribute to the aesthetic qualities of the
precinct.

Historic Value: Constructed in 1904 Horseshoe Bridge is one of the oldest surviving intact bridges in central
Perth. The bridge is an outstanding example of a major urban railway overbridge of its time.

Scientific Value: Horseshoe Bridge is a unique example of its type and demonstration an innovative solution in
an elegant form to the problem of bridging a railway when space was restricted.

Social Value: Horseshoe Bridge exhibits design characteristics that are valued by the community. The area in
which it is sited is significant to the Nyungar Aboriginal Group for hunting and mythology reasons.

Rarity: Horseshoe Bridge is a unique and substantially intact example of its type.

Representativeness: Horseshoe Bridge is representative of the growth of the railway and its impact upon the
road transport systems in Central Perth.

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history

A BhWOWWWDN

Constructed in 1904, the Horseshoe Bridge is one of the oldest surviving intact bridges in central Perth. The
bridge is an outstanding example of a major urban railway overbridge of its time.
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HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's
heritage

The place is a unique example of its type and demonstration an innovative solution in an elegant form to the
problem of bridging a railway when space was restricted.
The place is a unique and substantially intact example of its type.

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s
history

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places

The place is representative of the growth of the railway and its impact upon the road transport systems in central
Perth.

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social,
cultural or spiritual associations

The area in which it is sited is significant to the Nyoongar people for hunting and mythology reasons.

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or
community

The place is of considerable aesthetic value. The balustrade detailing and swan sculptures on the newel posts
contribute to its aesthetic qualities.

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or
organization of importance in Perth’s history

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement

HERCON Value | - Any HERCON Value | - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the
decision-making body is relevant

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY

Condition Good

Building Fabric Authenticity High level of authenticity.

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

Exceptional — Category 1 — Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example.

REFERENCES

MRA: Central Perth Heritage Inventory - March 2016.pdf
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Initial date

Last modified Date
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