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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Westfarmers Building (fmr) 

Street Address "WAREHOUSE 569 - APARTMENTS", Unit 1-47/569 Wellington Street, 
PERTH WA  6000 

Location Description  

Other Names Wills Building Apartment 

Historical Street Address 569 Wellington Street 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 2143 

COP Property Key 179850 

Property Titles Lot 1-47 SP 39209 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001 

Local Heritage List 20/12/1985 

Local Heritage Area King Street (Adopted 12/05/2009) 

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution Contributory 

State Heritage Register Yes 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement  
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Conservation Management Plan 01/06/2008 TRIM ID P1600760-01 Original Copy 1; 
01/06/2008 TRIM ID P1600760-02 Original Copy 2 

Original Construction Year 1898 (1898 - 1898) 

Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Commercial 

Original - Specific Use Commercial/Residential 

Present - General Use Commercial 

Present - Specific Use  

Integrity - Summary High 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915) 

Architectural Style 1 Specific Academic Classical 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

Symmetrical building, base emphasised with strong rustication and large openings. Arched openings to top 
storey and prominent classical cornice. Facade features classical columns and is substantially intact. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1 Material Brick - Painted 

Walls 2 Material Render - Smooth 

Roof Material Metal - Corrugated Iron  

Architect J J Talbot Hobbs 

Builder  

Other Associations 6wf radio station 1924 Perth's first radio station; Sargoo Butler and Co; J J 
Talbot Hobbs 

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

The building has long associations with West Australian Farmers.  The rural industry, and more specifically, 
Westfarmers, influenced the nature and development of primary industry in the state, and hence of the state 
economy. 
Many West Australians most prominent businessmen and politicians have been members of the agricultural co-
operative movement.  Walter Harper, Hon. TH Bath CBE, Basil Murray, John Thompson and Sir Thorley Loton 
all served at the Wellington Street premises. 
Original home of 6WF the first radio station in the State in 1924. 
Until the 1880's the town centre was characterised by the establishment of small cottages, shops and small 
businesses and was rural in character. The expansion of commerce following the discovery of gold in the 1890's 
put pressure on land in the centre of Perth with the result that most residential uses were displaced in favour of 
commercial development. The centre of Perth was substantially rebuilt during the 1890's and early 1900s. 
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The period of expansion in Perth coincided with a period of economic depression in the eastern states, in 
particular Victoria. As a result, there was substantial migration from Victoria to WA. This migration included 
businessmen, architects and builders, all of whom had a considerable influence on the development of the city. 
Example of a commercial building constructed in Perth during the period of expansion and development that 
followed the gold rush of the 1890's. 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

2. Transport & Communications - 210 Telecommunications 
3. Occupations - 302 Rural industry 
5. Outside influences - 505 Markets 
6. People - 605 Innovators 
6. People - 606 Famous people 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.5.3 Developing agricultural industries 
3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.15 Developing economic links outside 
Australia 
3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.18.4 Cooperating to raise capital (co-ops, 
building societies, etc.) 
3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.20.2 Broadcasting 
4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.1.4 Creating capital cities 
4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.6 Remembering significant phases in the development of 
settlements, towns and cities 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.10 Pursuing excellence in the arts & sciences 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.10.4 Designing and building fine buildings 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place is a particularly fine and rare example of the Federation Warehouse style architecture in Perth. 
The place is a dominant visual element in the Wellington Street streetscape to the west of the William Street 
intersection. The articulation of the façade sets the pattern for adjacent structures, such as the Wills building. 
The place was the long time administrative centre for the agricultural co-operative movement in Western 
Australia and a physical representation of Wesfarmers’ achievements in the primary industry sector. Its urban 
location has contributed to the Western Australian community’s awareness of the significance of the agricultural 
industry in the state’s economy. 
A number of Western Australia’s most prominent businessmen and politicians have been members of the 
Wesfarmers agricultural cooperative. Walter Harper, Hon. T. H. Bath C.B.E., Basil Murray, John Thomson and 
Sir Thorley Loton, all served as prominent board members and employees at the Wellington Street premises. 
The place was designed by, and is a fine example of the work of, prominent turn of the century architect and 
soldier, Sir J. J. Talbot Hobbs. 
The place is important for its structural system of cast iron columns, with the capitals used both to decorate and 
to support the beams and the complementing corbel brackets at the walls. This combination of function and 
decoration is rare. 
The place is associated with Wesfarmers’ establishment in 1924 of 6WF, Perth’s first radio station. The station 
operated and transmitted from the top storey of the Wellington Street premises. 6WF was the first broadcasting 
service in Western Australia and initially transmitted primary industry prices to rural farmers. Entertainment later 
complemented this early emphasis on rural programming. 6WF was sold in 1928 to the Australian Broadcasting 
Company, now known as the Australian Broadcasting Corporation. 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The place was the long time administrative centre for the agricultural co-operative movement in Western 
Australia and a physical representation of Wesfarmers’ achievements in the primary industry sector. Its urban 
location has contributed to the Western Australian community’s awareness of the significance of the agricultural 
industry in the state’s economy. 
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HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

The place is important for its structural system of cast iron columns, with the capitals used both to decorate and 
to support the beams and the complementing corbel brackets at the walls. This combination of function and 
decoration is rare. 

 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

 
 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

 
 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The place is a particularly fine and rare example of the Federation Warehouse style architecture in Perth. 
The place is a dominant visual element in the Wellington Street streetscape to the west of the William Street 
intersection. The articulation of the façade sets the pattern for adjacent structures, such as the Wills building. 
The place was designed by, and is a fine example of the work of, prominent turn of the century architect and 
soldier, Sir J. J. Talbot Hobbs. 

 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

A number of Western Australia’s most prominent businessmen and politicians have been members of the 
Wesfarmers agricultural cooperative. Walter Harper, Hon. T. H. Bath C.B.E., Basil Murray, John Thomson and 
Sir Thorley Loton, all served as prominent board members and employees at the Wellington Street premises. 
The place is associated with Wesfarmers’ establishment in 1924 of 6WF, Perth’s first radio station. The station 
operated and transmitted from the top storey of the Wellington Street premises. 6WF was the first broadcasting 
service in Western Australia and initially transmitted primary industry prices to rural farmers. Entertainment later 
complemented this early emphasis on rural programming. 6WF was sold in 1928 to the Australian Broadcasting 
Company, now known as the Australian Broadcasting Corporation. 

 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision making body is relevant 
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CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  
          

Condition Good 

Building Fabric Authenticity Medium level of authenticity as it is largely as originally constructed with 
detail intact. 

 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 – Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example.  
 

 

                  

   

REFERENCES 
 

 

                  
   

COP Heritage Places File 1.17/569;  
HCWA Assessment on COP File P1002475 

 

 

                  
   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  

IMAGES  
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