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Place Name
Street Address
Location Description

Other Names

Historical Street Address
Historical Perth Town Lot
Place ID

COP Property Key
Property Titles

PLACE DETAILS
Place Type

Local Heritage Survey
Local MHI - Draft
Local MHI - Adopted
Local Heritage List

Local Heritage Area

Railways Institute Building (fmr)
605 Wellington Street, PERTH WA 6000

State Housing Commission; Perth Railways Civil Engineers
Department; Chief Mechanical Engineer WAGR

605 Wellington Street

2146
177191
Lot 1 D 87759

Individual Building or Group
28/03/2023

13/03/2001

13/03/2001

20/12/1985

King Street (Adopted 12/05/2009)

Local Heritage Area — Building Contribution Contributory

State Heritage Register
Commonwealth Listed
Other Listings

Heritage Agreement

Conservation Management Plan

Original Construction Year

Yes
No

1903; 1910 (1903 - 1910)
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Additional Construction Year (1)
Additional Construction Year (2)

Demolition Year

Original - General Use Transport/Communication
Original - Specific Use Rail
Present - General Use Governmental

Present - Specific Use

Integrity - Summary Medium

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
Architectural Style 1 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915)

Architectural Style 1 Specific Romanesque
Architectural Style 2 General

Architectural Style 2 Specific

Archaeology

Physical Description

Two storey government building with two storey loggia arcade to front elevation with classical detailing. Large
arched openings to street and first floor levels, central pediment to parapet roof. Face brick with stucco
detailing. The building has been extensively altered internally.

Walls 1 Material Brick - Pointed
Walls 2 Material Render - Smooth

Roof Material
Architect Hillson Beasley
Builder

Other Associations

HISTORY

In 1881, the Railway Benefit Society was formed. In 1887 this became known as the Railway Institute. The
building has housed various government departments over its history.

The building was first occupied by the Metropolitan Water Works Board from 1910. Between 1914 and 1922 the
Department of State Land Taxation. The Railways Department occupied the building from 1923 to 1976. The
Railways Institute occupied the building from 1979.

The building was restored and used as the offices for Homeswest.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

1. Demographic settlement and mobility - 106 Workers

2. Transport and communications - 202 Rail & light rail transport
4. Social & civic activities - 401 Government & politics

4. Social & civic activities - 402 Education & Science

6. People - 605 Innovators

Heritage ID-2146 City of Perth Local Heritage Survey 2022

Page 2 of 5



GITY HFJPEHTH Heritage Place Record Form

Adopted

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.1.5 Developing city centres

5. Working - 5.4 Working in offices

6. Educating - 6.1 Forming associations, libraries & institutes for self-education
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.5.3 Associating for mutual aid

8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.10.4 Designing & building fine buildings

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The place has a strong visual presence in its section of Wellington Street, and makes an important contribution
to the historic and aesthetic character of the northern end of the King Street heritage area.

The place is a fine and rare demonstration of the late Victorian Romanesque revival style favoured by Chief
Government Architect Hillson Beasley, applied to a central Perth office building.

The place is an example of a late 1890s office building constructed by the Public Works Department to house
an expanding Government Department.

The place was used as a worker’s institute, which were established in the nineteenth century to offer moral and
intellectual improvement through provision of reading facilities, public lectures and workshops.

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history

The place was used as a worker’s institute, which were established in the nineteenth century to offer moral and
intellectual improvement through provision of reading facilities, public lectures and workshops.

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's
heritage

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s
history

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places

The place is an example of a late 1890s office building constructed by the Public Works Department to house an
expanding Government Department.

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social,
cultural or spiritual associations

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or
community

The place has a strong visual presence in its section of Wellington Street, and makes an important contribution
to the historic and aesthetic character of the northern end of the King Street heritage area.

The place is a fine and rare demonstration of the late Victorian Romanesque revival style favoured by Chief
Government Architect Hillson Beasley, applied to a central Perth office building.

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or
organization of importance in Perth’s history

Heritage ID-2146 City of Perth Local Heritage Survey 2022

Page 3 of 5



GITY HFJPEHTH Heritage Place Record Form

Adopted

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement

HERCON Value | - Any HERCON Value | - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the
decision-making body is relevant

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY

Condition Good

Building Fabric Authenticity Medium level of authenticity as it is restored externally; internally adapted to
a new use.

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

Exceptional — Category 1 — Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example.

REFERENCES

COP Heritage Places File 1.9/605;
Building Plaque;
Register of Heritage Places - Assessment Documentation Railways Institute Building (fmr), 1997

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT ‘

Initial date

Last modified Date
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