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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Terraces 

Street Address Unit 1-2/885 Wellington Street, WEST PERTH WA  6005 

Location Description  

Other Names  

Historical Street Address 885 Wellington Street 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 16531 

COP Property Key 179290 

Property Titles Lot 1-2 SP 37848 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted  

Local Heritage List 5/08/2009 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register No 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan  

Original Construction Year 1905 (1903 - 1907) 

Additional Construction Year (1)  
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Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Residential 

Original - Specific Use Two Storey Residence 

Present - General Use Commercial 

Present - Specific Use Office or Administration Building 

Integrity - Summary Medium 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915) 

Architectural Style 1 Specific Queen Anne 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

885 and 887 Wellington Street are a pair of two-storey painted brick terraces, with a pedimented parapet above 
a two-storey verandah with cast iron lacework balustrade and frieze.  
The side parapet walls and central fire wall between the terrace units have decorative mouldings at first floor 
and verandah roof level.  The ball mouldings on top of verandah parapets are repeated in a larger form on main 
parapet.  A construction date of ‘1903’ is stated in the central bay of the frieze below the triangular pediment.  
The pediment is decorated with shield (cartouche) and swag. The verandah roofs are corrugated Colorbond in 
an ovolo form and have turned timber posts at the centre of each bay. 
A rendered brick retaining wall lines the street with tiled concrete steps ascending to the front verandah of each 
terrace.  
All windows are timber double-hung sashes, with those at the ground floor having 6 small coloured glass panes 
at the top of the top sash.  The ground floor doors are timber panelled with 9 small glazed panels and 2 larger 
panels in the top section.  They also have fanlights, one of which has retained its original ornate leadlight. The 
first floor windows are plain double-hung sashes and there are multi-pane French doors accessing the verandah 
with ornate leadlight highlights. 
There are a number of other terrace houses extant further to the west along Wellington Street 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1 Material Brick - Painted 

Walls 2 Material  

Roof Material Metal - Corrugated Iron  

Architect  

Builder  

Other Associations  

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

A PWD block plan of 1897 shows numerous residences in the west Perth area including many terrace houses 
opposite the future location of 885-887 Wellington Street. The block bounded by Wellington, Havelock, Murray 
and Gordon Streets show very little development.  A laneway is marked running from Wellington and then 
turning east-west centrally through the block. This indicates the alignment of the western boundary of 887 
Wellington Street. 
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Although the building was constructed in 1903, there are no entries in Post Office Directories until 1907, when a 
George Freer is occupant at 887 Wellington. In 1908, James J Ballinger was occupant at 887 and a Mrs Burnett 
in 885. In 1913, occupants included Frank A Stratton in 885 and Archibald Hamilton in 887. In 1920, Arthur T 
Downie was occupant in 885 and Thomas Gough in 887. In 1926, Mrs Mary Anne Beale was occupant in 885 
and Edward Hull in 887. The constant change of occupants, illustrated by the few years examined above, 
indicates it may have been constructed and retained as an investment for residential leasing. 
A sewerage plan dated 1943 to1953 shows the outline of 885 and 887 Wellington Street including a wall at the 
front boundary and steps up to a verandah of each residence. The plan also shows the buildings have a narrow 
rear wing on the common boundary, each with galvanised iron structures attached to the rear and water closets 
in the centre of the rear yard.  A large portion of the rear yard adjoining the side and rear boundaries is taken up 
by a brick structure labelled ‘Clarkson’s Store’. Clarkson’s is noted as the building immediately to the east of 885 
Wellington Street. 
City of Perth records indicate it was substantially restored in 2004. 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

1. Demographic settlement & mobility - 107 Settlements 
3. Occupations - 306 Domestic activities 
3. Occupations - 308 Commercial services & industries 
5. Outside influences - 504 Depression and boom 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.6 Remembering significant phases in the development of 
settlements, towns & cities 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.13 Living in cities and suburbs 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place is of aesthetic significance as an example of a residential building dating from period around the turn 
of the century.   
The place has landmark value due to its prominence in an otherwise degraded streetscape. 
The place is representative of speculative housing development in Perth during the Gold Boom. 
The place has historic value as a reminder of the residential nature of West Perth from the late 1800s and early 
1900s when there were many such terrace houses along Wellington Street, in close proximity to the railway. 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The place has historic value as a reminder of the residential nature of West Perth from the late 1800s and early 
1900s when there were many such terrace houses along Wellington Street, in close proximity to the railway. 

 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

The place is representative of speculative housing development in Perth during the Gold Boom. 
 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 
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HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The place is of aesthetic significance as an example of a residential building dating from period around the turn 
of the century.   
The place has landmark value due to its prominence in an otherwise degraded streetscape. 

 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision-making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  
          

Condition Good 

Building Fabric Authenticity High level of authenticity as it is largely as originally constructed with detail 
intact. 

 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Considerable – Category 2 – Very important to the heritage of the locality.  
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Visual Assessment;  
City of Perth heritage assessment 2009 

 

 

                  
   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  
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