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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS

Place Name House

Street Address 49 Wickham Street, EAST PERTH WA 6004
Location Description Lot 2 D 1388

Other Names

Historical Street Address 49 Wickham Street

Historical Perth Town Lot

Place ID 26987

COP Property Key 176418

Property Titles Lot 2 D 1388

PLACE DETAILS

Place Type Individual Building or Group
Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023

Local MHI - Draft

Local MHI - Adopted

Local Heritage List

Local Heritage Area

Local Heritage Area — Building Contribution

State Heritage Register No
Commonwealth Listed No
Other Listings

Heritage Agreement

Conservation Management Plan

Original Construction Year 1905 (1905 - 1905)

Additional Construction Year (1)
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Adopted

Additional Construction Year (2)

Demolition Year

INTEGRITY OF USE

Original - General Use Residential

Original - Specific Use

Present - General Use Residential
Present - Specific Use Single Storey Residence
Integrity - Summary High

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
Architectural Style 1 General Federation (c.1890-¢c.1915)

Architectural Style 1 Specific Bungalow
Architectural Style 2 General

Architectural Style 2 Specific

Archaeology

Physical Description

Single storey building with steeply pitched roof.

Walls 1 Material Brick - Pointed
Walls 2 Material

Roof Material Metal - Zincalume
Architect

Builder

Other Associations

HISTORY

Although East Perth was included on the plan for Perth from earliest colonial surveys, the area remained
substantially undeveloped until the period of expansion that accompanied the gold rush. Part of the area had
also been designated for cemetery purposes, and from the 1860s East Perth developed as an industrial area
when brickworks were established in the area. Later an abattoir and the gas works were amongst the industries
established. The presence of industries provided employment but also reduced the general attractiveness of the
area for residential purposes. The gold boom created an increase in wealth which encouraged speculative
development of housing in Perth, Fremantle and other new areas close to these centres such as Subiaco, East
Perth and North Perth. While detached houses remained the most popular form, semi-detached houses and
terraces were not uncommon in these areas. In 1884 East Perth had a population of 600 in 112 houses set
amongst fruit and vegetable gardens and paddocks. By 1894 the population had more than doubled and by
1904 it had increased to 6,000 occupants of 1066 houses. Areas which had previously had a scattering of
houses and vacant sites were quickly developed with primarily rental accommodation. This relatively short burst
of activity played a major role in establishing the late nineteenth century character of the area. By 1904 a high
proportion of residences were rental accommodation. The phenomenon of a highly transient population
produced by a typical pattern of immigrants and young working men taking up residence in short term
accommodation characterised East Perth well into the twentieth century. In general, the suburb appears to have
acquired a respectable working-class character by the turn of the century: ‘a middle-class-come-skilled working
man’s suburb.’
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The 1897 Perth Town Plan shows no development on Wickham Street. The Post Office Directory first lists this
house in 1905. No. 49 was originally No. 89. Numbering changed in 1908. The Metropolitan Water Supply
Survey plan (1953) shows a long narrow brick house set to the west side of the lot, with a full length verandah
and steps on the western end.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME ‘

3. Occupations - 306 Domestic activities

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

4 Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.1.2 Making suburbs

4.Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.6 Remembering significant phases in the development of Perth
centres

8. Developing Perth (Australia's) Cultural Life - 8.12 Living in and around Australian homes

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The place has historical significance as a 1905 Federation-era residence.

It is a reminder of the residential character of East Perth and represents the way of life of the working class
residents in the late nineteenth and early twentieth century.

The place has aesthetic significance because it contributes to the streetscape, and its significance is increased
because it has survived surrounding development and is a rare remaining example of houses from this era of
development in East Perth.

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE ‘

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history

The place has historical significance as a 1905 Federation-era residence.
It is a reminder of the residential character of East Perth and represents the way of life of the working class
residents in the late nineteenth and early twentieth century.

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's
heritage

Its significance is increased because it has survived surrounding development and is a rare remaining example
of houses from this era of development in East Perth.

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s
history

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social,
cultural or spiritual associations

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or
community

The place has aesthetic significance because it contributes to the streetscape.
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HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or
organization of importance in Perth’s history

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement

HERCON Value | - Any HERCON Value | - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the
decision making body is relevant

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY

Condition Fair

Building Fabric Authenticity Medium

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

Some/moderate — Category 3 — Contributes to the heritage of the locality

REFERENCES

Visual Assessment;

Aerial photographs, Landgate;

Post Office Directories (State Library of Western Australia);

Metropolitan Water Supply Survey plans (Cons 4156/39 State Records Office of WA).

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT ‘

Initial date

Last modified Date
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