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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name P & O Building (fmr) 

Street Address 56-60 William Street, PERTH WA  6000 

Location Description South side of Hay Street between William Street and Barrack Street, 
including 56-60 William Street 

Other Names MAS Building; Malaysian Airlines, Orient Line Building 

Historical Street Address 56-60 William Street; 82-86 William Street 

Historical Perth Town Lot F10 

Place ID 4587 

COP Property Key 175095 

Property Titles Lot 6 D 6874, Lot 5 D 6874 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001 

Local Heritage List 9/01/2004 

Local Heritage Area Hay Street Mall (Proposed) 

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution Contributory 

State Heritage Register Yes 
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Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan 01/10/2011 TRIM ID 114986/11 Draft;  
01/12/2011 TRIM ID P1710946-1 Original Copy 1;  
01/12/2011 TRIM ID P1710946-2 Original Copy 2;  
01/12/2011 TRIM ID P1710946-3 Original Copy 3;  
01/12/2011 TRIM ID 144332/11 Original Copy 4 

Original Construction Year 1930 (1928 - 1932) 

Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Commercial 

Original - Specific Use Office or Administration Building 

Present - General Use Commercial 

Present - Specific Use Shop/Retail Store (single) 

Integrity - Summary High 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Inter-War (c.1915-c.1940)  

Architectural Style 1 Specific Functionalist 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

The P&O Building is a six-storey office building spread over ground and five upper floors. The façade is highly 
symmetrical in its presentation and whilst shorter than the adjacent Gledden Building, it does have a vertical 
emphasis. The stone façade is divided into bays, the central three bays are slightly proud of the outer two bays. 
Each bay contains five windows, with a string course between the fourth and fifth row of windows. The windows 
are multi-paned metal framed casements, with the central windows being four panes wide and the outer 
windows being narrower at three panes wide. The fifth row of windows are the same width as the other 
openings but are not as tall. All windows have a stone still. The top of the building is adorned with a stepped 
parapet. The ground floor is taller than the ground floor of the neighbouring buildings with a deep ashlar stone 
fascia above the entrance and shop window. The window is not original but together with the kickboard below 
the shop window reflects the art deco emphasis of the building's architectural style. The main entrance is 
located to the north of the window, a tall entry with a granite architrave and timber and glazed doors, with two 
styles of fanlight. To the south of the shop unit, a metal gate way provides access to the rear of the site. 
The entrance lobby to the upper floors of the P&O Building has a terrazzo floor treatment, marble columns and 
panels to the wall, copper detailing to the lift and a highly ornate cornice to the coffered ceiling. The ground floor 
retail/office unit has retained many of the original details together with a suspended ceiling over part of the 
original coffered ceiling. False walls have been erected in the office/shop unit to allow for modern service 
installations. 
The main staircase has a concrete tread and ornate metal balustrade with stone newel posts and marble dado 
along the wall. Metal framed windows follow the angle of the stairs. There is a roof top terrace. 
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Walls 1 Material Stone - Sandstone - Donnybrook  

Walls 2 Material Brick 

Roof Material Concrete 

Architect J J Talbot Hobbs, Smith & Forbes 

Builder Atwood 

Other Associations Orient Line (owner) 

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

This building was built during 1936 for the Orient Line steam ship company to establish their presence in 
Western Australian market in this period of growing affluence in the population. 
The building was designed by local firm, Hobbs Smith and Forbes and constructed by contractor Mr Attwood for 
£41073.The building was opened by the Governor Sir William Campion on 16 September 1930.AT the time of 
construction the building was twice the height of any other building in the near vicinity. On the parapet were the 
words 'Orient Line Company' in bronze lettering. A model ship of one of the company’s fleet was a prominent 
item in the foyer and popular with passing pedestrians. 

 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  

  

1. Demographic settlement & mobility - 101 Immigration, emigration & refugees 
1. Demographic settlement & mobility - 106 Workers 
2. Transport & communications - 201 River and sea transport 
3. Occupations - 308 Commercial services and industries 
3. Occupations - 311 Hospitality industry & tourism 
5. Outside influences - 506 Tourism 
6. People - 605 Famous & infamous people 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

3. Developing Perth's (local, regional & national) economies - 3.19 Marketing and retailing 
3. Developing Perth's (local, regional & national) economies - 3.8.1 Shipping to and from Australian ports 
3. Developing Perth's (local, regional & national) economies - 3.14.2 Using Australian materials in construction 
4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.1.5 Developing city centres 
4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.6 Remembering significant phases in the development of 
settlements, towns and cities 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.10.4 Designing and building fine buildings 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place is a very fine example of an Inter-War Functionalist style building, with some very fine interiors in the 
Inter-War Chicagoesque style. 
The place is rare for the degree of intactness of its exterior and its important interior details. 
The place was built as the Western Australian office of the Orient Steam Navigation Company, one of the two 
major passenger and cruise liner companies serving Australia from the late 1800s to the 1970s. 
The place is part of a group of important buildings that visually terminate a strong collection of late nineteenth 
and early twentieth century buildings in western end of Hay Street Mall. 
The place was designed by the architectural firm of Hobbs, Smith and Forbes, which designed a number of 
important institutional and commercial buildings in Western Australia. 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The place was built as the Western Australian office of the Orient Steam Navigation Company, one of the two 
major passenger and cruise liner companies serving Australia from the late 1800s to the 1970s. 
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HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

The place is rare for the degree of intactness of its exterior and its important interior details. 
 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

 
 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

 
 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The place is a very fine example of an Inter-War Functionalist style building, with some very fine interiors in the 
Inter-War Chicagoesque style. 
The place is part of a group of important buildings that visually terminate a strong collection of late nineteenth 
and early twentieth century buildings in western end of Hay Street Mall. 

 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

The place was designed by the architectural firm of Hobbs, Smith and Forbes, which designed a number of 
important institutional and commercial buildings in Western Australia. 

 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision-making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  
          

Condition Fair 

Building Fabric Authenticity High level of authenticity. The building still presents with a high degree of 
original fabric and original detailing to the exterior. The canopy has been 
altered but remains in keeping with the building. 

 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 – Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example.  
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COP Heritage Places File 1.36/56 
National Trust Assessment 1996 
State Register Entry and Assessment documentation for P4587, prepared by the State Heritage Office, City of 
Perth Rates Books 
PO Directories 
Landgate Historical aerial photographs 
Hocking Heritage Studio (2017) Hay Street Mall Heritage Area Study. Perth - CM321798/17 

 

 

                  
   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  
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