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Place Name
Street Address

Location Description

Other Names

Historical Street Address
Historical Perth Town Lot
Place ID

COP Property Key
Property Titles

PLACE DETAILS
Place Type

Local Heritage Survey
Local MHI - Draft
Local MHI - Adopted
Local Heritage List

Local Heritage Area

Wesley Church
"WESLEY CHURCH", 75 William Street, PERTH WA 6000

Lot 21 on Diagram 41349 being the whole of the land comprised in
Certificate of Title Volume 1375 Folio 34

Wesley Church
75 William Street; 750 Hay Street

2003
175067
Lot 21 D 41349

Individual Building or Group
28/03/2023
13/03/2001
13/03/2001
20/12/1985

Local Heritage Area — Building Contribution

State Heritage Register
Commonwealth Listed
Other Listings

Heritage Agreement

Conservation Management Plan

Yes
No

National Trust

01/07/1998 TRIM ID P1705333 Original Copy 1;
01/07/1998 TRIM ID 26271/15 Original Copy 2;
01/05/2012 TRIM ID P1710944 Original
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Original Construction Year 1870 (1868 - 1872)
Additional Construction Year (1)
Additional Construction Year (2)

Demolition Year

INTEGRITY OF USE

Original - General Use Religious

Original - Specific Use Church, Cathedral or Chapel
Present - General Use Religious

Present - Specific Use Church, Cathedral or Chapel
Integrity - Summary High

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

Architectural Style 1 General Victorian (c.1840-c.1890)
Architectural Style 1 Specific Academic Gothic
Architectural Style 2 General

Architectural Style 2 Specific

Archaeology

Physical Description

Church constructed of two-tone Flemish bond brick work with steeply pitched roof and landmark spire with a
weathercock. The spire is surrounded by four small spires capped with metal finials. The north east tower
replicates these smaller spires above the gable. Lancet windows with plate tracery to the east facade. Angle
buttresses divide the nave into five bays.

Walls 1 Material Brick - Two-Tone
Walls 2 Material

Roof Material Tile - Terracotta
Architect J Halliday; J Platt; James Brittain; Richard Roach Jewell; William Buggins
Builder J Halliday; J Platt; James Brittain; Richard Roach Jewell; William Buggins

Other Associations

The building was opened on 10 April 1870 for the Methodist congregation.

Families who were part of the Methodist congregation, Hardeys and the Clarksons, arrived in the colony in 1830
and established a property in Maylands, Tranby, after the ship they travelled on.

Services were held in Perth from June 1830. Land was purchased on the corner of William and Hay Streets in
1867 with funds raised from members of the community. The building was designed by Richard Roach Jewell. It
was built at the same time as the Perth Town Hall. The building’s cornerstone was laid in 1867 by Governor J S
Hampton.

In 1880 a room was added and in the 1890s the church had to be enlarged to accommodate more people. After
the earthquake in Meckering in 1968 the steeple had to be partly demolished as it was unsafe and other repairs
were made. The church was redeveloped in 1974 when the Wesley Centre was built adjacent to the church and
some of the building was demolished to provide more space between the buildings. During the 1980s restoration
work was carried out.
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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

1. Demographic settlement & mobility - 107 Settlements
4. Social & civic activities - 406 Religion

4. Social & civic activities - 408 Institutions

6. People - 603 Early settlers

6. People - 606 Famous & infamous people

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.1.5 Developing city centres

4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.6 Remembering significant phases in the development of
settlements, towns and cities

8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.6. Worshipping

8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.10.4 Designing and building fine buildings

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The place is a fine example of Victorian Academic Gothic architecture.

The place occupies a strategic position at the corner of Hay and William Streets and makes a major contribution
to the streetscape of central Perth.

The place is a landmark in the city.

The place is held in high regard by the members of the Uniting Church and the general community.

The building is closely associated with the establishment and growth of the State and, in particular, with the
Hardey and Shenton families.

The place is highly significant as one of the remaining buildings by Richard Roach Jewell, an important colonial
architect.

The place is highly significant in the history of Methodism in Western Australia.

The place is one of a small number of remaining colonial buildings of the mid-nineteenth century, the loss of
which would greatly diminish the historic building stock of Perth.

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history

The place is one of a small number of remaining colonial buildings of the mid-nineteenth century, the loss of
which would greatly diminish the historic building stock of Perth.

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's
heritage

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s
history

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social,
cultural or spiritual associations

The place is held in high regard by the members of the Uniting Church and the general community.
The place is highly significant in the history of Methodism in Western Australia.

Heritage I1D-2003 City of Perth Local Heritage Survey 2022

Page 3 of 6



GITY HFJPEHTH Heritage Place Record Form

Adopted

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or
community

The place is a fine example of Victorian Academic Gothic architecture.

The place occupies a strategic position at the corner of Hay and William Streets and makes a major contribution
to the streetscape of central Perth.

The place is a landmark in the city.

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or
organization of importance in Perth’s history

The building is closely associated with the establishment and growth of the State and, in particular, with the
Hardey and Shenton families.
The place is highly significant as one of the remaining buildings by Richard Roach Jewell, an important colonial

architect.

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement

HERCON Value | - Any HERCON Value | - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the
decision-making body is relevant

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY

Condition Good

Building Fabric Authenticity Medium level of authenticity as it has been restored to original detail.

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

Exceptional — Category 1 — Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example.

REFERENCES

720.9941 COW Perth and Suburbs - Buildings Classified and Recorded by the National Trust (1979), pp 27 by
Cownie, Marie and Stewart;

720.9941 WES Western Towns and Buildings (1979), pp 105 by Pitt Morrison, M and White, J (Ed);

994.1 NIX 100 Glimpses of Western Australia, (1898/1897) by Nixon and Merilees;

994.1 STA The People of Perth (1979), pp 38-39, 63 by Stannage, C. T;

COP Heritage Places File 1.16/93;

Heritage Conservation Plan Wesley Church Perth Ronald Bodycoat 1998 COP reference number P1705533;
Q 711.409 SED A City and lts Setting, (1986) by Seddon, George;

Q 726.5 Historic Churches of Australia, (1978) pp 68-69 by Reed, T.T;

Q720.9 OLD Western Heritage (1967), pp 69-70 by Oldham, R. J;

HCWA Assessment Register of Heritage Places-Assessment Documentation Wesley Church

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT ‘

Initial date

Last modified Date
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