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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Queens Buildings 

Street Address "QUEENS CHAMBERS", 97-107 William Street, PERTH WA  6000 

Location Description  

Other Names  

Historical Street Address 97-107 William Street 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 2058 

COP Property Key 175052 

Property Titles Lot 26 D 46363 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted  

Local Heritage List 15/10/2004 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register Yes 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan 01/01/1995 TRIM ID To be located;  
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01/07/2017 TRIM ID To be located;  
01/08/2019 TRIM ID 41690/20 Updated 

Original Construction Year 1900 (1898 - 1902) 

Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Commercial 

Original - Specific Use Shop/Retail Store (single) 

Present - General Use Commercial 

Present - Specific Use Shop/Retail Store (single) 

Integrity - Summary High 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915) 

Architectural Style 1 Specific Free Classical 

Architectural Style 2 General Inter-War (c.1915-c.1940) 

Architectural Style 2 Specific Gothic 

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

Corner building with prominent turret with pressed metal roof. Battlement parapet with decorative pediments. 
Each storey is differentiated by a different scale evident in the arched windows and pilasters. Modified at street 
level. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1 Material Brick - Painted 

Walls 2 Material  

Roof Material Metal - Corrugated Iron  

Architect  

Builder  

Other Associations  

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

In 1830 the property was purchased by James Inkpen and Methodist member Barnard Clarkson arrived in the 
Colony. In 1836 the Subscription Chapel was built which was altered during the 1840s to accommodate more 
functions.  
In 1897 the decision to develop the site, including the demolition of buildings, was made and construction of the 
Queen's Buildings began in 1898. The building was opened by the Premier John Forrest in 1899.  
In 1924 a second storey was added and the building was altered during the 1950s.  

 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

3. Occupations -308 Commercial services and industries 
4. Social & civic activities - 404 Community services & utilities 
4. Social & civic activities - 406 Religion 
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4. Social & civic activities - 408 Institutions 
5. Outside influences - 504 Depression & boom 
6. People - 603 Local heroes & battlers 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  

            

3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.19 Marketing and retailing 
4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.6 Remembering significant phases in the development of 
settlements, towns and cities 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.6.6 Running city missions 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.10.4 Designing and building fine buildings 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The architectural characters of the external facades and some surviving internal details demonstrate clearly the 
Federation Free Classical and Inter-War Gothic styles. 
The property development on that site derives from the characteristic spirit and beliefs of the Wesleyan 
Methodists, now identified as the Uniting Church in Australia, to provide spiritual and pastoral care of the 
community of the City of Perth in particular. 
The property located on a prominent corner site in the Central Business Centre of the City of Perth, represents 
today the continuing presence at that place of development which began in the early 1830s when the Wesleyan 
Methodists constructed there the first Chapels, Sunday Schools and Mission buildings. 
The current building complex reflects a continuation of the original commercial and social amenities instigated 
there in 1834 and extended in 1840, 1898, 1915, and 1925 to provide community outreach by the Wesleyan 
Methodists including to 1977 where Methodists, Presbyterians and Congregationalists joined together to form 
the Uniting Church of Australia (WA). 
The specific historical significance of the place derives from the first Methodist Chapel constructed there in 1834 
as the second religious denomination to be established in the Colony - the Subscription Chapel and School and 
later in 1840 the centenary chapel. 
The adjacent Wesley Church constructed in 1870 continues the religious relevance of the initial use of the 
property on a block extending from Hay Street to Murray Street, fronting onto William Street, now incorporating 
the Queen’s Buildings constructed in 1898 and extended in 1915 and 1925, and the Wesley quarter of 1976. 
The Wesleyan Mission prospered under the guidance of its founders, Joseph Hardy, Barnard Clarkson, James 
Inkpen, Frances Armstrong, Henry Trigg, George Shenton (snr), Frederick Waldeck, George Rowe, JW Grove, 
and other. 
Queen’s Buildings provide a tangible reminder of past achievements of the Wesleyan Mission on that site - the 
Native School, the Sisters of the People, Good Samaritan Industries, the Chinese Mission and Tranby Hall. 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The property development on that site derives from the characteristic spirit and beliefs of the Wesleyan 
Methodists, now identified as the Uniting Church in Australia, to provide spiritual and pastoral care of the 
community of the City of Perth in particular. 
The property located on a prominent corner site in the Central Business Centre of the City of Perth, represents 
today the continuing presence at that place of development which began in the early 1830s when the Wesleyan 
Methodists constructed there the first Chapels, Sunday Schools and Mission buildings. 
The current building complex reflects a continuation of the original commercial and social amenities instigated 
there in 1834 and extended in 1840, 1898, 1915, and 1925 to provide community outreach by the Wesleyan 
Methodists including to 1977 where Methodists, Presbyterians and Congregationalists joined together to form 
the Uniting Church of Australia (WA). 
The specific historical significance of the place derives from the first Methodist Chapel constructed there in 1834 
as the second religious denomination to be established in the Colony - the Subscription Chapel and School and 
later in 1840 the centenary chapel. 
The adjacent Wesley Church constructed in 1870 continues the religious relevance of the initial use of the 
property on a block extending from Hay Street to Murray Street, fronting onto William Street, now incorporating 
the Queen’s Buildings constructed in 1898 and extended in 1915 and 1925, and the Wesley quarter of 1976. 
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HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

 
 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

Queen’s Buildings provide a tangible reminder of past achievements of the Wesleyan Mission on that site - the 
Native School, the Sisters of the People, Good Samaritan Industries, the Chinese Mission and Tranby Hall. 

 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The architectural characters of the external facades and some surviving internal details demonstrate clearly the 
Federation Free Classical and Inter-War Gothic styles. 
 

 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

The Wesleyan Mission prospered under the guidance of its founders, Joseph Hardy, Barnard Clarkson, James 
Inkpen, Frances Armstrong, Henry Trigg, George Shenton (snr), Frederick Waldeck, George Rowe, JW Grove, 
and other. 
 

 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision-making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  

          

Condition Good 

Building Fabric Authenticity Medium level of authenticity as it has lost original detail at ground floor level 
but intact above. 
 

 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 – Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example.  
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REFERENCES 
 

 

                  

   

Building Style;  
Wesley Quarter 289 Murray Heritage Impact Statement Stephen Carrick Architects 2020  

 

 

                  
   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  

IMAGES  
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