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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS

Place Name 140 William & Perth Underground - Saunders Building (Demolished)
Street Address "140William", 140 William Street, PERTH WA 6000

Location Description

Other Names

Historical Street Address 140 William Street; 499 Wellington Street

Historical Perth Town Lot

Place ID 1628
COP Property Key 189590
Property Titles Lot 700 DP 65932

PLACE DETAILS

Place Type Historic Site
Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023
Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001

Local MHI - Adopted

Local Heritage List

Local Heritage Area

Local Heritage Area — Building Contribution

State Heritage Register Yes
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Commonwealth Listed No

Other Listings

Heritage Agreement 08/11/2017 TRIM ID 52049/20;

12/07/2007 TRIM ID 138689/16; 83962/07
Conservation Management Plan 28/09/2005 TRIM ID 2002/20 Original
Original Construction Year 1900 (1898 - 1900)

Additional Construction Year (1)

Additional Construction Year (2)

Demolition Year 2004
INTEGRITY OF USE
Original - General Use Commercial

Original - Specific Use
Present - General Use Commercial
Present - Specific Use

Integrity - Summary NA

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

Architectural Style 1 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915)
Architectural Style 1 Specific Free Classical
Architectural Style 2 General

Architectural Style 2 Specific

Archaeology

Physical Description

Demolished

Saunders Building was originally a single-storey building constructed in the early Gold Boom period. A second
storey was added in the 1950s when the shopfront and interior of the ground floor were substantially
remodelled. As a result, the building became a crudely designed version of Post-War International Style,
featuring a horizontal band of glazing set within bands of rendered masonry. The masonry construction street
elevation was completely rendered and painted and has a single storey suspended canopy. The face of the
building below canopy level was filled by a modern shop front.

Walls 1 Material Brick - Painted
Walls 2 Material

Roof Material

Architect

Builder

Other Associations

Saunders Building was built in 1892 for the Silver Pan Confectionery Company. The site comprised a single-
storey shop fronting Wellington Street and a separate factory building to the rear. By 1900, the factory at the
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rear housed the printing works for Frederick Vosper’s Sunday Times. In 1910, the lease was taken over by John
Saunders, a draper from Kalgoorlie, who purchased the property in 1919. The Saunders family operating
Western Australia’s most prominent menswear business from the premises until the early 1980s and made a
number of changes to the building over the years, including the addition of a second floor and an extension to
the rear in the 1950s. In 2003, a discount travel agency, coach booking office and internet café occupied the
retail premises fronting Wellington Street, while the upper floor was used as accommodation is association with
the Globe Backpackers next door.

Saunders Building was demolished in 2004.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

3. Occupations - 308 Commercial services and industries

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

3. Developing Local, Regional and National Economies - 3.19 Marketing and retailing

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The place is of aesthetic significance as an example of a commercial building constructed during the period of
economic affluence and increased development that followed the gold boom.

The place is of historic significance because it reflects the expansion and development of commerce and trade
in the City of Perth in the early years of the twentieth century.

The place is a representative example of a commercial building constructed in Perth during the period of
development and consolidation following the gold boom.

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history

The place is of historic significance because it reflects the expansion and development of commerce and trade
in the City of Perth in the early years of the twentieth century.

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's
heritage

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s
history

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places

The place is a representative example of a commercial building constructed in Perth during the period of
development and consolidation following the gold boom.

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social,
cultural or spiritual associations

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or
community

The place is of aesthetic significance as an example of a commercial building constructed during the period of
economic affluence and increased development that followed the gold boom.
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HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or
organization of importance in Perth’s history

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement

HERCON Value | - Any HERCON Value | - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the
decision making body is relevant

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY

Condition
Building Fabric Authenticity NA

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

Historic Site

REFERENCES

Visual Assessment;
Conservation Plan - William 140 - William Street Station Precinct Bairds Globe Wellington Mitchells, Palassis

Architects, 2005
DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT

Initial date

Last modified Date

Heritage ID-1628 City of Perth Local Heritage Survey 2022

Page4of4



