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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name 140 William & Perth Underground - Wellington Buildings 

Street Address "140William", 140 William Street, PERTH WA  6000 

Location Description  

Other Names Higham's Buildings 

Historical Street Address 140 William Street; 150-160 William Street 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 2140 

COP Property Key 189590 

Property Titles Lot 700 DP 65932 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001 

Local Heritage List 20/02/1989 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register Yes 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement 08/11/2017 TRIM ID 52049/20;  
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12/07/2007 TRIM ID 138689/16; 83962/07 

Conservation Management Plan 28/09/2005 TRIM ID 2002/20 Original 

Original Construction Year 1905 (1903 - 1907) 

Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year   
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Commercial 

Original - Specific Use Commercial 

Present - General Use Commercial 

Present - Specific Use  

Integrity - Summary High 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915) 

Architectural Style 1 Specific Free Classical 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

Three storied commercial building with battlement parapet and triangular pediment. Street facades embellished 
with pilasters and a prominent classical cornice. Street level modified with modern shop fittings. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1 Material Brick - Rendered 

Walls 2 Material Render - Smooth 

Roof Material Metal - Corrugated Iron  

Architect  

Builder  

Other Associations  

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

The building was constructed in 1910 for Harry Higham. It was designed by Oldham and Cox architects. The 
central area of Perth was developed in the 1890s as a retail and entertainment area with theatres and hotels 
developed near the train line. 
The building replaced an earlier set of shops which had been constructed by the previous landowner Wesley 
Maley who purchased a section of the original land grant. The building comprised of eight shops on the ground 
floor and office space in the upper floors. The ground floor shops were first occupied by outfitters, supply store, 
ladies underclothing, tobacconist, tea rooms and stationer. Some of the tenancies changed in 1912 as some of 
the office space was used by railway related activities. The building was known as Higham Buildings in 1915 
and was recorded as Wellington Buildings in 1918.  
During the twentieth century various unions and associations have been based in the building. In 2004 the 
building was transferred to the Western Australian Planning Commission as part of the railway tunnel and 
station under William Street. 
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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  

  

3. Occupations - 308 Commercial services and industries 
 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.5 Developing agricultural industries 
4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.1.5 Creating capital cities 
5. Working - 5.4 Working in offices 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.10.4 Designing and building fine buildings 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place is an integral component of a precinct of buildings from the Federation and Interwar periods, strongly 
contributing to the historic streetscape that remains on both sides of Wellington Street, and together with other 
nearby streetscapes from that period collectively forms a significant townscape. 
The place is representative and provides evidence of the City of Perthʼs expansion and the intensive building 
program that occurred during the gold rush period, which dates from the discovery of gold in Western Australia 
in the 1880s and 1890s up to World War One. 
The place is a good example of a competently designed and built substantial commercial building displaying the 
aesthetic characteristics of the Federation Free Classical Style. 
The place is a substantial landmark sited at a conspicuous corner, and typifies Federation streetscapes in which 
the corner sites commonly feature the more prominent buildings within a block. 
Together with the Royal Hotel on the opposite corner, the place serves as one of the main entrances to the city 
centre. 
The place is representative of the reconstruction of the central Perth business district during the late Gold Boom 
as small shops were demolished and replaced with multi-storey retail and commercial premises accommodating 
a variety of tenants. 
The upper floor of the building is of high authenticity with the fabric of both the interior and exterior of the 
building remaining largely in its original state. 
The place was designed for Harry Higham by architects Charles Oldham and Alfred Cox and is a good example 
of their work. 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The place is representative of the reconstruction of the central Perth business district during the late Gold Boom 
as small shops were demolished and replaced with multi-storey retail and commercial premises accommodating 
a variety of tenants. 

 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

The place is representative and provides evidence of the City of Perthʼs expansion and the intensive building 
program that occurred during the gold rush period, which dates from the discovery of gold in Western Australia 
in the 1880s and 1890s up to World War One. 
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HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

 
 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The place is a good example of a competently designed and built substantial commercial building displaying the 
aesthetic characteristics of the Federation Free Classical Style. 
The place is a substantial landmark sited at a conspicuous corner, and typifies Federation streetscapes in which 
the corner sites commonly feature the more prominent buildings within a block. 
Together with the Royal Hotel on the opposite corner, the place serves as one of the main entrances to the city 
centre. 
The upper floor of the building has high authenticity with the fabric of both the interior and exterior of the building 
remaining largely in its original state. 

 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

The place was designed for Harry Higham by architects Charles Oldham and Alfred Cox and is a good example 
of their work. 

 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision-making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  

          

Condition Good 

Building Fabric Authenticity Medium level of authenticity as it has lost original detail at ground floor level 
but intact above. 

 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 – Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example.  
 

 

                  

   

REFERENCES 
 

 

                  
   

COP Heritage Places File 1.33/509;  
Building Style;  
Register of Heritage Places - Assessment Documentation Wellington Buildings, 2005;  
Conservation Plan - William 140 - William Street Station Precinct Bairds Globe Wellington Mitchells, Palassis 
Architects, 2005 

 

 

                  

   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  
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