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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name c. 1925 Building 

Street Address 230 William Street, PERTH WA  6000 

Location Description Lot 34 

Other Names Zanzibar Lounge, Lizard Lounge, Exotica, Penthouse; The Red 
Windmill 

Historical Street Address 230 William Street 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 26992 

COP Property Key 176730 

Property Titles Lot Y34 P 41439 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft  

Local MHI - Adopted  

Local Heritage List 31 August 2021 and effective from 6 May 2022 upon the 
gazettal of City Planning Scheme No. 2 Amendment No. 46 
and Local Planning Scheme No. 26 (Normalised 
Redevelopment Areas) Amendment No. 4 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register No 

Commonwealth Listed No 
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Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan  

Original Construction Year  (1925) 

Additional Construction Year (1) 1995 -  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Commercial 

Original - Specific Use Office or Administration Building 

Present - General Use Social/Recreational 

Present - Specific Use Other - see Historical Notes 

Integrity - Summary Low 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Late Twentieth Century (1960- ) 

Architectural Style 1 Specific  

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

The c.1925 Building is a two-storey commercial building of brick construction with a simple gabled roof and 
parapeted gable to the street elevation, currently occupied by ‘Penthouse Nightclub’. The flush façade is 
rendered and painted black with minimal surface features. An opening in the ground level façade of the building 
provides access to a set of steps leading up to the main entrance doors set back from, and above the footpath 
level. Advertising material located in the windows, awning fascia and across the upper level façade provides the 
only decorative features to the simple form of the place. The roof level gable obscures a larger rectangular form 
behind. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1 Material Brick 

Walls 2 Material  

Roof Material Metal - Corrugated Iron 

Architect  

Builder  

Other Associations  

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

During the 1890’s, the gold-rushes had a profound impact on the state’s economy. Commercial and residential 
development was rapid in all parts of the town and land became a sought-after commodity. Hutt Street (renamed 
William Street in 1897/98) underwent massive changes during this period with Perth Town Lot Y34, being the 
land on Hutt Street between Francis and James streets, first subdivided in 1896. The northern portion of the 
block was divided into six portions and by 1905 there is evidence of a dwelling on the land immediately to the 
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south of this subdivision, being the site of the current nightclub building. This land was transferred to Walter 
Drabble in 1917 but the date of subsequent development is unclear. The earliest indication in postal records of a 
building occupying 230 William Street is provided in 1928 when ‘The Famous Lasky Film Service’ had an office 
there.  
Photographs from the 1970’s show a single-storey building housing the ‘Zanzibar Nite Club’ at the place. The 
building was remodelled c. 1986 and converted to the ‘Crush Club’ but remained single storey until it re-opened 
in 1994 as ‘Lladro Nightclub’ adopting a form similar to the current building. 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

3. Occupations - 308 Commercial services & industries 
3. Occupations - 311 Hospitality industry & tourism 
5. Outside influences - 506 Tourism 
6. People - 605 Famous & infamous people 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.21 Entertaining for profit 
3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.23 Catering for tourists 
3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.24 Selling companionship and sexual 
services  
3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.19 Marking and retailing 
4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.1.5 Developing city centres 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.13 Living in cities and suburbs 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place forms part of the vibrant William Street streetscape which together with the long term (almost 40 
years) function of the place as a nightclub, contributes to the community’s sense of place. 
The changing form and uses of c.1925 Building is representative of the evolutions in the continuing commercial 
viability of the precinct. 
The reduction of external detailing at 230 William Street is representative of the inward focused nature of the 
nightclub function of the place. 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

 
 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

The changing form and uses of c.1925 Building is representative of the evolutions in the continuing commercial 
viability of the precinct.  
The reduction of external detailing at 230 William Street is representative of the inward focussed nature of the 
nightclub function of the place. 
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HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

The place forms part of the vibrant William Street streetscape which together with the long term (almost 40 
years) function of the place as a nightclub, contributes to the community’s sense of place. 

 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

 
 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision-making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  
          

Condition Fair 

Building Fabric Authenticity Low 
 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Some/moderate – Category 3 - Contributes to the heritage of the locality. 
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