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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Gibbs Building 

Street Address 283-291 William Street, NORTHBRIDGE WA  6003 

Location Description  

Other Names  

Historical Street Address 283-291 William Street; 291 William Street 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 15773 

COP Property Key 176683 

Property Titles Lot 3 D 384 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Building 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001 

Local Heritage List 17/03/2015 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register No 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement  
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Conservation Management Plan  

Original Construction Year 1900 (1898 - 1902) 

Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Commercial 

Original - Specific Use Shop/Retail Store (single) 

Present - General Use Commercial 

Present - Specific Use Restaurant 

Integrity - Summary High 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915) 

Architectural Style 1 Specific Free Classical 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

Two storey commercial building with battlement parapet.  Loss of original detail to shop front. Awning not 
original. Letter on parapet reads "Gibbs AD 1906 Building". 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1  Material Brick - Rendered 

Walls 2  Material  

Roof Material Metal - Corrugated Iron 

Architect  

Builder  

Other Associations  

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

In c1845 William Street extended north from Wellington Street to Ellen Street (now Newcastle Street) and was 
named Hutt Street. Although aligned with William Street to the south passage was not possible through Lake 
Kingsford to Hutt Street at the time.  In 1873 the lakes were drained and in the late 1870's work began on the 
Fremantle to Guildford railway line with the Perth railway station constructed on the drained site of Lake 
Kingsford. 
In the 1880's development of the street occurred. In the late 1880's Hutt Street was on the periphery of the town 
with few buildings.  The gold rushes of the 1890's had a profound effect on the state's economy and Hutt Street 
was one of the many streets of Perth that was heavily developed as a result. 
In 1897/8 Hutt Street was renamed William Street and by the turn of the century William Street south of 
Aberdeen Street was a busy commercial district.  
The construction of the Horseshoe Bridge in 1903 had a major impact on the role of William Street as an arterial 
road. A mixture of commercial, cultural and 'immoral' activities formed William Street's character.  The present 
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diverse social, cultural and commercial mix is a continuation of the character established around the turn of the 
century. 
At 2022 the building is vacant, previously occupied by Shisha, a Persian Café/ Restaurant/Club. 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  

  

1. Demographic settlement & mobility - 107 Settlements 
3. Occupations - 308 Commercial services and industries 
5. Outside influences - 504 Depression and boom 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.12.5 Retailing food & beverages 
4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.1.5 Developing city centres 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.4 Eating & drinking 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.10.4 Designing and building fine buildings 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place has aesthetic significance as a two storey Federation Free Classical style building that contributes to 
the visual qualities of the highly intact streetscape.  
The place forms part of a group of commercial buildings and contributes to the historic character of the area.  
The place reflects the expansion and development of residential and commercial buildings on the city fringes 
during the rapid population increase of the 1890's gold boom and the early years of the twentieth century.  
The place is representative as an example of commercial building dating from the late nineteenth and early 
twentieth century. 

 

 

                  

  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The place forms part of a group of commercial buildings and contributes to the historic character of the area.  
The place reflects the expansion and development of residential and commercial buildings on the city fringes 
during the rapid population increase of the 1890's gold boom and the early years of the twentieth century. 

 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

The place is representative as an example of commercial building dating from the late nineteenth and early 
twentieth century. 

 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

 
 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 
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The place has aesthetic significance as a two storey Federation Free Classical style building that contributes to 
the visual qualities of the highly intact streetscape. 

 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  
          

Condition Good 

Building Fabric Authenticity Medium level of authenticity. Loss of detail at street level but intact above 
awning. 

 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Some/moderate – Category 3 – Contributes to the heritage of the locality. 
 

 

                  

   

REFERENCES 
 

 

                  

   

Visual Assessment;  
William Street Conservation Plan: A Heritage Assessment and Conservation Policy for the Building son the 
Eastern Strip of William Street between Roe and Aberdeen Streets, Building Management Authority, November 
1995, pp. 1-9. 

 

 

                  
   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  

IMAGES  
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