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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name East Perth Primary School (fmr) – Main Building (fmr) 

Street Address "OLD EAST PERTH SCHOOL", 76 Wittenoom Street, EAST PERTH WA  
6004 

Location Description  

Other Names  

Historical Street Address 76 Wittenoom Street 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 27514 

COP Property Key 177462 

Property Titles Lot 5 D 92489 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001 

Local Heritage List 20/12/1985 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register Yes 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement 31/05/2016 TRIM ID 51845/20;  
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12/09/2006 TRIM ID 92077/06 

Conservation Management Plan 01/07/1996 TRIM ID P1701894-01 Original Copy 1;  
01/07/1996 TRIM ID P1701894-02 Original Copy 2; 
01/10/2005 TRIM ID P1709039-1 Original Copy 1;  
01/10/2005 TRIM ID P1709039-2 Original Copy 2 

Original Construction Year 1895; 1940 (1893 - 1940) 

Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Educational 

Original - Specific Use Primary School 

Present - General Use Commercial 

Present - Specific Use Office or Administration Building 

Integrity - Summary Low 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915) 

Architectural Style 1 Specific Arts and Crafts 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

A single storied brick building with terracotta tiled gabled roof constructed in stages to the design of the 
government. The building now comprising a central space and fourteen former classrooms and service rooms. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1 Material Brick - Face 

Walls 2 Material Stone - Limestone 

Roof Material Tile - Terracotta  

Architect Public Works Department [Hillson Beasley]; W A Government [Education 
Department] 

Builder  

Other Associations  

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

In 1894 the property was acquired for the Education Department. The school opened in 1895 and consisted of 
two classrooms, teacher’s room, cloak room and verandah. This is now the central and eastern parts of the 
current building. By 1899 the number of students was 307 which exceeded the number the school could 
accommodate. New classrooms were added to the western side and a large classroom was divided to provide 
more space. The school was extended again in 1902 to accommodate more students. Further additions were 
completed in the 1910s.  
In 1946 numbers had dropped, and by the 1970s it was proposed to close the school due to a lack of numbers. 
The school was closed in 1975.  
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The building was used as office space by the Education Department. The building continues to be used as 
offices for private businesses.  

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

1. Demographic settlement & mobility - 104 Land allocation and subdivision 
1. Demographic settlement & mobility - 107 Settlements 
1. Demographic settlement & mobility - 108 Government Policy 
4. Social & civic activities - 402 Education and science 
5. Outside influences - 504 Depression and boom 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

2. Peopling Perth - 2.5 Promoting settlement 
4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.1.2 Making suburbs 
6. Educating - 6.2 Establishing schools 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.10.4 Designing and building fine buildings 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.13 Living in cities and suburbs 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The particular vernacular design of the Main Building and the simple utilitarian design of the Infants School 
Building.  
The place has historical significance as the government school for the former East Perth residential district.  
The place has a close association with Hillson Beasley, the Government Architect.  
The place is socially significant because of its association with families of a former residential quarter of the city.  
The place is representative of a Government School dating from the turn of the century. 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The place has historical significance as the government school for the former East Perth residential district.  
 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

The place is representative of a Government School dating from the turn of the century. 
 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

The place is socially significant because of its association with families of a former residential quarter of the city.  
 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The particular vernacular design of the Main Building and the simple utilitarian design of the Infants School 
Building.  
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HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

The place has a close association with Hillson Beasley, the Government Architect.  
 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision-making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  
          

Condition Good 

Building Fabric Authenticity Low level of authenticity as it is intact with some alterations. 
 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 – Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example.  
 

 

                  

   

REFERENCES 
 

 

                  

   

East Perth Primary School, Conservation and Management Plan (July 1996) by Kevin Palassis Architects for 
East Perth Redevelopment Authority;  
COP Heritage Places File 3.67/76A;  
HCWA Assessment; MRA 

 

 

                  

   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  

IMAGES  
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